
Class Dojo will continue to be used in 
class to keep track of when the children 
have achieved their Bronze, Silver and 
Gold awards. 
 
25 greens = Bronze award 
 
50 greens = Silver award 
 
100 greens = Gold award 
 

 

Year 6 
Spring term 2019 

 

I Will Survive: Adapting, Surviving, 
Thriving 



Happy New Year!   
Here’s to a healthy and happy 2019. 
 
This term our topic is called I Will Survive: Adapting, 
Surviving, Thriving. 
————————————————————————- 

Routines and reminders 
Homework 
Children will receive homework on Wednesdays and it is to be 
handed in on Mondays.  
 
Homework will always include: 
(i) an English task (grammar or comprehension) 
(ii) a Maths task 
(iii) Spellings to practise and learn 
Times Tables should to practised independently at home 
 
Spellings and Times Tables / Divisions will be tested every Mon-
day morning. 
 
Reading  

Evidence shows that reading for pleasure leads 
to increased attainment.  Sadly however, re-
search also suggests that a growing number of 
children in the UK do not read for pleasure.  As I 
mentioned in last term’s booklet, to develop their 

reading stamina and speed, your child should be reading on a 
daily basis at home either independently or to an adult.  Happily, 
I know that a lot of the class do read for pleasure with little or no 
encouragement.  In May when the children take their SATs 
tests, they will be expected to read a large amount of material in 
a short space of time and then answer detailed questions about 
their reading so those children who are building their reading 
stamina and speed now will certainly be at an advantage when 
the time comes.  Again, I know the majority of the children love 
reading (indeed it is hard to get some of them to stop reading in 
class!) but for those reluctant readers I urge them to swap their 
Xbox or Playstation controllers for a good book for just a few 
minutes every evening.  Reading is succeeding! 
 
Warmest regards, Mr Price & the Y6 team 

 
 
 
 
The children know that the SATs are nothing to feel 
worried about and that the tests simply provide an op-
portunity to show off how good they all are.   
 
The SATs are not until May but I wanted to give you the 
exact dates well in advance:  
 
Y6 SATS 2019 
Monday 13th May 2019 
 Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar - Paper 1 
 Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar - Paper 2 
 
Tuesday 14th May 2019 
 English Reading paper 
 
Wednesday 15th May 2019 
 Maths paper 1 (Arithmetic)  
 Maths paper 2 (Reasoning) 
 
Thursday 16th May 2019 
 Maths paper 3 (Reasoning) 
 
note: all tests will be administered during morning les-
son time. 
 
SATs meeting for Y6 parents  
On Monday 4th February 2019 at 6pm to 6.30pm there 
will be a meeting for Y6 parents in my classroom (see 
separate letter). 
 



 
Art 
(i) Pencil drawing: self-portraits 
We will combine elements of line, tone, pattern, tex-
ture, form and space to create a self-portrait. 
 
(ii) Modelling: living things 
Using Modroc and wire, we will make an armature for 
an animal and build a model around it. 
 
PE 
PE will be on Tuesdays and Fridays.   

The following pages show an overview of what will be 
taught this Spring term. 
 

English 
In addition to our daily Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling activities, we will be exploring the following 
genres to support and stimulate our own writing: 
 
 Argument and Balanced writing 
 Biography and Autobiography (Roald Dahl, 

Charles Darwin, George Mallory) 
 Poetry 
 Detective / Crime Fiction short stories 
 

Maths 
 Number: place value, rounding, negative numbers 
 
 Calculations: written methods (+ - x ÷), order of 

operations (BIDMAS), checking answers, multi-
step word problems 

 
 Fractions: fractions & decimal equivalents, x and ÷ 

decimals, remainders as decimals or fractions, 
percentages 

 
 Algebra: missing numbers, using a formula 
 
 Measurement: reading scales, area, perimeter, 

volume, time 
 
 Geometry: properties of 2-D & 3-D shapes 
 
 Statistics: pie charts & line graphs, the mean aver-

age, timetables 



Science I Will Survive: Adapting, Surviving, Thriving 
 

Evolution and Adaptation  
Building on what we learned about fossils in our topic on rocks 
in year 3, we will find out more about how living things on earth 
have changed over time. We will explore the idea that character-
istics are passed from parents to their offspring, for instance by 
considering different breeds of dogs, and what happens when, 
for example, labradors are crossed with poodles. We will also 
discover that variation in offspring over time can make animals 
more or less able to survive in particular environments, for ex-
ample by exploring how giraffes’ necks got longer, or the devel-
opment of insulating fur on the arctic fox. We will find out about 
the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about 
how Alfred Wallace and Charles Darwin developed their ideas 
on evolution.  We will be observing and raising questions about 
how animals are adapted to their environment; comparing how 
some living things are adapted to survive in extreme conditions, 
for example cactuses, penguins and camels. We will analyse the 
advantages and disadvantages of specific adaptations, such as 
being on two feet rather than four, having a long or a short beak, 
having gills or lungs, tendrils on climbing plants, brightly col-
oured and scented flowers. 
 

Living things and their habitats 
We will build on our existing knowledge about grouping living 
things in year 4 by looking at the classification system in more 
detail. We will explore the idea of broad groupings and how 
these subdivide. We will classify animals into vertebrates 
(reptiles, fish, amphibians, birds and mammals) and commonly 
found invertebrates (e.g. insects, spiders, snails, worms). We 
will discuss reasons why living things are placed in one group 
and not another. We will discover the significance of the work of 
scientists such as Carl Linnaeus, a pioneer of classification. We 
will work scientifically by: devising classification systems and 
keys to identify some animals and plants in our immediate envi-
ronment. We will research animals and plants in other habitats 
and decide where they belong in the classification system. 
 
 

Geography  
 
Raging rivers 
We will find out more about why rivers are so important to the towns and 
villages that have developed on their banks. By looking at the features of 
rivers, and the natural and human ways that rivers change over time, we 
will explore the life stories of rivers. We will learn the names and locations 
of the major rivers of the UK and the world. 
 
Magnificent mountains 
We will find out about the major mountains of the world and the UK. We 
will find out the different ways in which mountains have been formed, and 
how different features of mountain ranges have been shaped over time. 
We will have the opportunity to consider what the weather is like in a 
mountainous environment and to evaluate the impact that tourism has on 
a mountainous region. 

 
RE 
 
(i) Celebrating the Eucharist  
Why do Christians celebrate the Eucharist? 
What is the reason for celebrating the Eucharist? 
The Eucharist service has several names - Why is this time of worship 
called The Eucharist/Holy Communion/Mass/The Lord’s Supper? 
 
To answer these questions, we will be speaking with a member of the 
clergy.  We will develop a greater understanding of the Eucharist and the 
deeper meaning of the symbolism and reasons for the celebration.  
 
(ii) Easter - Who was Jesus? Who is Jesus?  
Who was Jesus? 
Who is Jesus?   
Who did Jesus say he was? 
Who do people say he is?  
 
We will be using the Bible to find answers to these questions from our 
own point of view and from the view of others in the past and today.  

 
Computing 
(i) Online safety (ii) Use search technologies effectively (iii) PowerPoint   
(iv) Logo (programming language) 
 


