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Friday 6th September 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer. It has been lovely to return to school this 

week and see everyone after the break. The newsletter today, as it is the first one of the new school 

year, is a lengthy one, as it includes a few reminders and important information for all – I hope you 

find it useful. I have grouped the ‘reminders’ towards the end of the newsletter.  

      I have been delighted with the children this week. They have all settled so well into their new 

classes and worked really hard, displaying such positive attitudes. Long may it continue! Please 

remember to share your thoughts with us over the year. Hopefully our more familiar parents know me 

well enough to know that I really do want you to feel you can talk to me anytime and I welcome your 

comments. I hope our new families feel the same quickly too. We are all working towards the same 

thing – the best for our children. This is summed up by our Mission Statement: 

 

In our Christian family, we all SHINE in the light of Jesus. 

Strong Christian ethos, built upon Christian values. 

Happy memories made in a fun, loving and caring place. 

Inspirational teaching and learning, with high expectations for all. 

Nurturing environment, safe and secure, where all are valued and success is celebrated. 

Everyone working as a team in a school where we are all proud to belong. 
 

I’m sure it is going to be another wonderful year! 

 

Welcome 

A very warm welcome to all our new Reception children and their families, who have joined us this 

week. Welcome to Emilia, Bethany, Isabelle, Joshua, Neva, Daniel, Daniel, Noah, Florence, Annie, 

Elizabeth, Johnny, Elliott, Emily, Amelie, Ted, Charlie, Amelie, Charlie, Theo, Emily, Eleanor, Florence, 

Isaac, Esme, Isaac, Olivia, Iris, Poppy and Leo. We are all really looking forward to getting to know 

you all and hope you enjoy becoming part of our school family. They have all had an amazing first week 

in school! We would like to invite all the parents of our Reception children to our Celebration 

Worship next Friday, 13th September. The children will all be presented with a special pebble to 

symbolise the start of their time with us, which they will then place in our decorative bowl that is in 

our entrance area. The children will then take one of these away with them when they leave us in 

Year 6. It is a lovely tradition. 

 

Musical Success 

Four of Mr Ogden’s pupils sat music exams in the Summer Term and all four passed. Congratulations 

to Hannah Hall grade 1 clarinet, Rebecca Bell grade 1 clarinet, Caitlin Edge grade 2 clarinet and Siena 

Harrison grade 3 flute.  Well done girls! 
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PTFA Meeting 

You are all welcome to join us for the first PTFA meeting of the school year on Monday 16th 

September. This will be held in school at 7:30pm, please come along if you can. We have a very 

friendly team, who work so hard to raise money for our children, and they would love to welcome as 

many of you as possible. 

 

The Spinney 

Our Spinney renovation is now complete and I can’t wait for you to see it. The area has been 

absolutely transformed and all the staff and children are very excited about it. I will open it up to 

parents soon, so you can have a look, and we will be having an official opening of this fantastic space 

soon. As I have previously said, an Awards4All grant was secured to fund this work. The children used 

their imaginations and designed the area, and many of their creative ideas have been brought to life. 

The end result could never have been achieved without the fantastic support from Mark and Katie 

(Y1 Max’s Mum and Dad) and their company MKM Creations (www.mkmcreations.co.uk). They have put 

so much time, resources and finance into the whole process and I can’t thank them enough – it really 

is beyond my hopes for the area. Thank you also to Tony from The Garden Club, London 

(www.gardenclublondon.co.uk) for donating the stunning willow tunnels.  The Spinney will be able to be 

used in all weathers, and I am sure it will enrich the education of all our children.  

 

Reward System 

Most of you will be familiar with our reward system in school, and that children subsequently are able 

to receive Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. A number of comments on our parental questionnaires 

asked for clarification of this, so a number of discussions have been held by the staff. From this 

year we are relaunching this, using what is known as Class Dojos. The children have been introduced 

to this already and are all excited. This is all done interactively using technology. We have created 

our own reasons for being awarded a Dojo, and these have been classified under the following: 

 Christian Values 

 Helping others 

 Being on task 

 Participating well 

 Persistence 

 Teamwork 

 Working hard 

 Shining 

These can be given out by any member of staff. One Dojo counts towards a certificate and the 

following totals are needed to gain an award: 

 Bronze Award - 25 Dojos 

 Silver Award – 50 Dojos 

 Gold Award – 100 Dojos 

Letters will continue to be sent home to inform you if your child has received an award and you will be 

invited to our Celebration Worship for this. Hopefully this will clarify things and it will be a more 

simple and consistent system. As always, let us know your thoughts. 

 

Sports Awards 

It was fantastic to end last year with great success at the Chorley Sports Awards. To receive the 

‘Performance of the Year’ award for the second year running and come runners up in the ‘Spirit of the 

Games’ category is a great honour. I am delighted that we weren’t only recognised for the 

achievements but also the wonderful supporting attitudes too. A massive thank you, as always, to the 

wonderful team who work so hard for our children. 

http://www.mkmcreations.co.uk/
www.gardenclublondon.co.uk


Fairtrade Award 

I am delighted to let you know that we are now a fully-fledged Fairtrade School. Over the last few 

years, Mrs Wiles and our school council have worked hard to achieve this accolade and the award was 

finalised over the summer. 

 

Morning Start 

The school gate opens just before 8:45am and then the children can go into school from 8:45-

8:55am. 8:55am is still the official start time so the children need to be in school by then. Thank you 

for your support in ensuring the children are in school on time – it really is so important for so many 

reasons. Socially, and academically, this helps them to settle into class, ready for the day ahead. By 

being just 5 minutes late each day actually equates to 3½ days of learning being missed every year. 

Naturally, and understandably, things do happen and please don’t worry about that. However, it is 

essential that persistent lateness cannot happen and as we have a duty of care for our children from 

8:55am it may become a safeguarding issue. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

 

‘Welcome to….’ 

I am delighted to once again offer you all the chance to find out a little more about your child’s year 

group, to meet the team and see their learning environment. Information was on the newsletter at 

the end of last term, but I have also included this today. The sessions will be 9:00-9:15am so once 

you have dropped your child off, make your way into their classroom - please come closer to 8:55am 

than 8:45am on that day, if you can. These sessions won’t be an appropriate time to speak to your 

child’s teacher, however the staff are always happy to have a chat with you at other times. Also, 

parents evening is coming up soon too. Please don’t worry if you can’t make it, the staff will put any 

important information on their class page of the website. I really do hope you enjoy the sessions and 

find them useful. 

Tuesday 10th September – Year 6 and Year 2  

Wednesday 11th September – Year 3 and Year 4  

Thursday 12th September – Year 5 and Year 1 

 We are waiting a little longer before Mrs Ash holds her Reception meeting, and she will be 

having an additional Welcome, Reading and Phonics Meeting for parents in her Reception classroom 

on Monday 7th October at 6pm.  

 

Parent’s Evening 

We will once again have two formal opportunities this year to meet with your child’s teacher. The 

first will be held on Monday 30th September and will be an opportunity for you to discuss how they 

are settling into their new class and any information you feel would be helpful for the staff to know 

about your child. This is deliberately held early in the school year. If children aren’t happy and 

settled they will not learn and it is also beneficial from both parents and teachers perspectives to 

have an opportunity to meet and chat as soon as possible. A letter is coming home tonight for you 

to make an appointment – please return this as soon as you can. I will be available throughout the 

evening if you would like to have a chat with me.  

The second Parents Evening will be in March. This will be about the progress your child is 

making and you to have a look at the work they have been doing in school. However, it is really 

important to us that you know that you are always welcome to ask for a meeting with staff 

during the year on a more informal basis. We really do have an open-door policy and will do all 

we can for you. 

 

Toast 

If your child would like toast at morning break please remember to bring 20p per day or to make it 

easier, £1 on a Monday for the rest of the week. Thank you. 



SCART Club Reading Challenge 

If your child has enjoyed the reading challenge at Euxton Library, they have until Saturday 28th 

September to complete it.  Kath from the library will bring in the certificates into school and we will 

present them in Worship, usually in October. 

 

ParentPay 

Thank you to the new parents who have activated their accounts this week.  If you haven’t yet got 

round to it, please try and do it as soon as possible.  We use ParentPay to email and text parents as 

well as the payment method for all things in school, uniform, milk, OSC, dinners, music lessons etc. 

Please remember to add your mobile number to your account so that text messages can be received. 

This is our second year of using ParentPay so if any new parents are struggling to understand any part 

of it please have a word with the ladies in the office who are more than happy to help and guide.  

The one item that initially causes confusion is ‘Uniform’ which always shows an amount of £4 owing.  

This is the way the system accepts uniform payment and £4 is the minimum amount of any uniform 

item so please ignore this.  If you order uniform, you will receive an amount of debt in the Uniform 

section for the items you have collected from school.  

 

Christmas 2019 

It’s never too early and I would like to give you as much notice as possible. The children in Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2 will all be involved in our Infant Christmas Production and the performances will 

be on Tuesday 3rd December at 2pm and 6pm and Wednesday 4th December at 10am. All the 

Juniors will be participating in our annual Christingle Service. This will be on Monday 17th December 

at 6pm. Further details will be given nearer the time. 

 

School Council Elections 

I will be speaking with the children in worship on Monday about the forthcoming School Council 

Elections. These will take place in class on Thursday 19th September, where anyone wanting to be 

part of this will make a speech, before the classes vote for their representatives. There will be two 

children chosen, by their classmates, from Y1-Y5 and four from Y6. Good luck children – you may 

want to start thinking about that speech now! 

 

Bake Sale 

Mrs Hodges always does a great job organising a Macmillan Bake Sale for the staff each year, raising 

money for this wonderful charity. This year, some of our Y6 girls have asked to have a bake sale for 

the cause, so will be having one for the whole school on the same day – Friday 27th September. All 

cakes will be 50p! Please support them if you can. 

 

Year 4 Swimming 

Year 4 will be starting their swimming lessons at Tarleton Academy on Monday. Please make sure the 

children bring their swimming kit, towel and goggles (if needed). I am sure they will really enjoy the 

experience. 

 

‘Peace’ 

Our Christian Value this half-term is PEACE, which will be further explored during worship. If any of 

the children would like to produce their own PowerPoints, or posters, about ‘Peace’, for me to share, 

that would be great. Please feel free to email me these if you would like to.  

 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Skye (Y2) and Lewis (Y6) who have welcomed new baby Sophia into their family. 

We wish all the family the very best at this special time. 



Clubs and Activities 

These are the confirmed clubs and activities for this term, to commence w/c 16th September, unless 

otherwise stated. Please email Mrs Parker on l.parker@euxton.lancs.sch.uk if you would like your child 

to attend any of the clubs. Alternatively pop into the office, where a list is being formulated. Some 

will have a number limit so please try and do this as soon as you can. If they are over-subscribed then 

either a waiting list will be produced or we will look at ways of running the club differently. Thank 

you to all the staff for their time in running these extra-curricular activities. Outdoor clubs will 

need additional clothing to suit the weather. Cross-country and football will get muddy! 

 

Monday 3:30-4:30pm: Taekwondo with Eddie Ellison (fee paying, please contact the office) If 

your child (Y1-Y6) would like to join taekwondo the first two taster sessions are free 

Tuesday Lunchtime: Recorders with Mrs Ash (Y1), Mrs Obertelli (Y2) and Mrs MacDonald (Y3) 

3:30-4:15pm Science Club with Mrs Faulkner (Y2 and Y3) Please note this club is 

until 4:15pm 

3:30-4:30pm: Athletics with Mrs Wiles and Mrs Obertelli This is always popular so 

they will be repeating this club each term. You will be informed which term your child 

will be offered a place. Autumn and Summer (Y3-6); Spring (Reception-Y2) 

Wednesday Lunchtime: Cross Country with Mrs Wiles (Y3-6)  

3:30-4:30pm: Hi-5’s Netball with Mrs Wiles (Y5 and Year 6) 

Thursday 3:30-4:15pm: Running with Mr Ward (Rec-Y6) Please note this is until 4:15pm and 

open to anyone who wants to run/walk round the yard to build up stamina for 30mins 

is welcome – adults too! 

3:30-4:30pm: Football with Mr Price (Y3-6)  

At the moment this is for boys and girls; we may be able to offer separate sessions 

and will keep you informed. 

3:30-4:30pm: Computing (fee paying, different focus each half-term. This will be 

offered to infants and juniors at different times) 

Friday Lunchtime: Mindfulness and Board Games with Mrs Smith (Y1 and Y2) 

Lunchtime: Worship Group with Mr Ward (Y3-6) No need to book a place, this will be 

sorted in school. 

 

We will also be offering Tennis again after half-term, which is privately run. More details to follow. 

Fencing is also scheduled to reappear later in the school year. 

 

Admissions – Primary and Secondary Places 

You can now apply via www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools for school places for next September. 

Supplementary Faith forms are available in the school office for our school.  If you are applying to 

any faith school a separate form should be provided by them and completed. The closing dates are as 

follows:                           

Secondary (Y7 in Sept 2020) – 31st October 2019 

Primary (Reception in Sept 2020) – 15th January 2020 

Please do not hesitate to have a chat with me if you would like any additional information. If you know 

anyone who is interested in their child coming to our lovely school then please encourage them to 

come along to our Open Day, which will be on Tuesday 8th October. There will be two opportunities on 

the day; from 9:30-10:30 and from 1:30-2:30pm. It would be great to have a rough idea of numbers 

so we encourage prospective parents to contact the school office and let us know if they would like to 

attend. Although this is an Open Day, it is so important to us that it reflects normal, everyday school 

life, which it will. Our Year 6 children are already excited about showing people around and I know 

they will do us proud! 
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High School Open Evenings 

St Michaels CE High School – Thursday 12th September 5.30-8pm, Fri 13th Sept 9.30-12, Mon 16th 

Sept 9.30-12 and 14.15-15.15 and Thurs 10th Oct 9.30-12.00 

Parklands High School – Thursday 19th September 5.15-8.15 

Albany Academy – 7th September (no times on their website) 

Balshaws High School – Thursday 3rd October 6-9pm 

Southlands – Monday 16th September 5.30-8pm 

 

Year 6 

It was lovely to present our Year 6 children with a very special badge in worship this morning. This 

badge identifies them as being a Y6 pupil in our school and therefore an ultimate role model! Our Y6 

have made an amazing start to their final year with us and I am sure that they will wear their badges 

with pride and take their responsibilities seriously. 

 

Forthcoming Author Visit  

Author Eamonn Reilly will be visiting school to lead a workshop for all of our children on Monday 16th 

September. Following his visit there will be an opportunity to buy one of his books – more details will 

be sent home on the day. If you would like to have a look at his website it is www.er-reilly.co.uk it may 

give the children ideas of some questions they could ask him on the day.   

 

Christian Values and Worship 

Our Christian Values are Wisdom, Compassion, Humility, Friendship, Peace, Trust, Forgiveness and 

Hope. We have worship time each day in school and traditionally a member of clergy from the church 

lead worship on a Tuesday morning, which we very much value. At present, we don’t have a vicar, so all 

our teachers are taking turns in leading this, although we are looking forward to restoring that link as 

soon as a new appointment is made. Mrs Faulkner kindly leads a ‘Songs of Praise’ each Wednesday and 

on a Thursday the children worship together as a class. On a Friday we have our Celebration Worship, 

when achievements are celebrated. You will be informed if your child has been awarded anything the 

week before and invited to attend. We also celebrate birthdays at this special time. . All the children 

who have had their birthday during the week before will be invited up to the front, receive a sticker 

and we will sing our very special birthday song. The children can also bring up to 3 of their birthday 

cards to show, if they wish. You are very welcome to join us for this. If your child has achieved 

something outside school, eg. swimming, football, drama, etc. then our Friday worship is a good time 

to have this recognised too – they can bring their certificates, medals, trophies in, or they can just 

have a clap! We look forward to you joining us throughout the year. 

 

Homework 

Speaking with experience of a number schools, and talking to other headteachers, homework is an 

aspect of primary school life that is hard to get right for everyone. Sometimes parents feel that too 

much is given; some not enough. It is something that is important but we also appreciate that life can 

take over! Reading is the real non-negotiable so we encourage that all children read each day, and to 

an adult if possible. This is beneficial for children of all ages. To make things straightforward, all 

teachers from Y1-Y6 will continue to send homework out on a Wednesday, to be returned the 

following Monday. This gives plenty of time and shouldn’t result in too much of a panic (I’ve been 

there as a parent too!). This year we are introducing a ‘wellbeing’ homework once each half-term, 

as a break from the usual homework, as we continue to place this highly in our school. Thank you 

for your support with your child’s learning at home and if you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to have a word with your child’s teacher. 
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Holiday Requests 

We really do value your support in reference to not taking holidays in term time. Our attendance data 

is excellent and your commitment to ensuring your child is in school each day is much appreciated. In 

summary, I am unable to authorise term-time absence unless it is an exceptional circumstance. If you 

have any questions about this, please just ask. There may well be an exceptional reason why you may 

need to take your child out of school and all I ask is for you to contact me about it. Should a request 

need to be made, we have a short form that needs to be completed and returned, so that we have the 

details in writing – these are available from the school office.  

 

Communication, Website, Twitter and Social Media 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for the respect you show in terms of social media. I speak to many 

heads in many schools who have a real problem with this, with either comments made publically about 

the school or other parents/children. I feel fortunate that you are able to come to talk to me, or one 

of the team, if you have an issue. We really do value our positive relationship with you and urge 

anyone to come and speak to us if a problem arises, and not try and ‘resolve’ things via social media, 

whether this be an open or closed ‘group’. This really does not help. I am certainly not naive enough to 

think that everything is perfect all of the time, but hopefully most of you will feel that if something 

has been communicated to us we have sorted it out the best we can. Our Home School Partnership 

Agreement, which is signed by all parents, pupil and school, includes the following statement: ‘Be 

sensitive to the reputation, respect, privacy of staff, pupils and parents of the school community’, so 

thank you for your wonderful support in adhering to this. 

 Feedback continues to be positive about our email and text message system.  We try to send 

communication via emails now, as they are free, but do send texts from time to time too. Please be 

assured though, if there was to be a real need to speak to you about anything we would always 

contact you by telephone. Our website www.euxtonceprimary.co.uk is a great place to find out lots 

of important information, see some great photos and look at the blogs each class produce. Twitter is 

a more spontaneous means of staff sharing photos and information, which can be accessed via the 

Twitter app, using the internet or via our website homepage. We can be found on @EuxtonCEprimary 

and even if you don’t ‘do Twitter’ yourselves, it is worth getting it for the school aspect. Our PTFA 

also have a twitter feed (@EuxtonPTFA) and a Facebook page (Euxton Cof E Primary School PTFA). 

 

Medicines in School 

If medicine needs to be taken under exceptional circumstances, then we are happy to administer this 

if there has been a written agreement made with parents and the appropriate form from the office 

completed. This is primarily for prescribed medication. However, again in exceptional circumstances 

and following the previously mentioned procedures, we will also give Calpol, etc. if there is a real need. 

Please note that this is not routine. The only requirement that we have is that it is in the form of a 

sealed sachet that has the exact amount in. These are readily available from chemists. 

 

First Aid 

The vast majority of our staff are first aid trained and we have a member of staff assigned outside 

to first aid at breaktimes. This means that instead of coming straight to the office the children are 

looked at straight away and basic first aid may be administered, eg. cleaning a graze, putting a 

plaster on, etc. Mrs Hodges and Mrs Parker also do a fantastic job if the children are sent in to be 

looked at. Accident forms are sent home if we feel necessary, and always following a bumped head, 

but may not be completed if the injury is deemed very minor and has caused your child no distress. 

However, all incidents are noted in a book. In addition, we ask children who have had a bump to the 

head to wear a small yellow sticker on their jumper. This is to ensure all adults are aware of the 

incident and to keep a close eye on them. 
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Use of the School Drive 

Please remember that, for no other reason than safety, we do not allow cars to come down the 

school drive up to 9:15am or after 3:00pm. The safety of our children and school community is of 

the utmost importance to us. If you are collecting from after school club you may drive up after 

4:45pm. Thank you so much for respecting this: you do and we appreciate it. There are two church 

car parks you can use, as well as a kind offer from Papa Luigi’s too, although this is something they 

insist it is not used if there are events in the evenings, when their own customers are using it, which 

is totally understandable. Please remain considerate when parking in any residential or business areas 

too. We really do value your support with this, thank you. 

 

Reception Parents Newsletter 

All of our Reception Parents have been given a paper copy of the newsletter this week. Please ensure 

that you are all registered on ParentPay by next week as our newsletters are emailed to our families. 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this whopper of a newsletter this week! Don’t worry, it 

won’t always be like this! 

 

And Finally…. 

Thank you to Olivia Ainsworth from Year 5 for our joke this week: 
 

Q. Why did the pupil walk backwards to school? 

A. Because it was ‘back to School’ day! 

 

Thank you Olivia - a great joke and very appropriate for this week! Please remember to send your 

jokes in to me, I need loads to choose from! 

 

Take care, 

 

 

Mr Nick Ward 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Christian family, we all SHINE in the light of Jesus. 
Wisdom  Compassion  Humility  Friendship  Peace  Trust  Forgiveness  Hope  


