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HERE AND THERE – A 
TRIP TO EUROPE 

 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin 

Our class text is Michael Morpurgo’s version of the classic fairy tale ‘The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin’. We will discuss key themes and predict events and 
character behaviour.  We will then write our own stories which include 
features of the fairy tale genre.  We will also compare and contrast this version 
with Robert Browning’s poem ‘The Pied Piper of Hamelin’.  Hamelin will be 
plotted onto our map of Europe. 

C’est la vie 

We shall explore life in the major city of Paris, 
investigating human features and, using digital mapping, 
finding prominent landmarks around the city. These will 
be compared with London.  

WOW Factor: A Day in Paris 
Cooking and sampling French food, constructing famous Parisian landmarks using 
junk modelling and practising our French. The day will end with a gallery of our 
artwork. 

What’s the point? 

Exploring the work of the famous French 
artist Georges Seurat, children will 
investigate pointillism, practise the skill and 
create their own artwork. 

The Arrival 

Using Shaun Tan’s beautifully illustrated 
book, we will explore the idea of 
migration and the British values of 
mutual respect and tolerance.  How 
would we feel about moving to a new 
country?  

 Where in the world is…? 

We will be using maps and atlases to locate Europe, and 
countries within Europe (building on prior learning in 
Romans topic), France and its regions.  Our focus is on Paris 
and the Ile-de-France region, making comparisons with 
Greater London.  We will use keys to annotate physical 
features of both cities and regions.  

European Dances 

Children will learning about different styles 
of European dance, eg. Spanish Flamenco, 
French Can Can and traditional Greek dances 
and building on their learning by using 
elements to create their own dance routines. 

 .  

French (MFL) 

Learning includes: phonics, festivals, 
asking and answering simple questions 
for conversation, writing the days of the 
week, extended family, the French 
alphabet and directions 

  

Applying our learning: Create a leaflet advertising Paris, 
including information about both physical and human 
features and at least one hand-drawn map. 
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Subjects taught separately: 

 

Maths  

In maths we will begin with a focus on negative numbers and place value, moving 
on to adding and subtracting fractions and recognising equivalent fractions and 
their decimal equivalents.  We will also be finding  

co-ordinates and identifying lines of symmetry as well as finding the area of a 
shape and practising written addition and subtraction in the context of money 
and measures. 

  

Science 

Our topic this term is ‘Sound’.  Children will be identifying how sounds are made 
by vibrations and find patterns between the pitch of a sound and the features of 
the object which produces it. They will also look for patterns between the volume 
of a sound and the strength of vibrations that produce it.  Mrs MacDonald will 
teach this subject. 

   

RE 

We will be asking the question ‘Are all churches the same?’, enabling children to 
see the similarities and differences between denominations and to develop 
further their understanding of symbolism. We will also develop their 
understanding of places of worship from faiths other than Christianity.  

  

Computing  

In addition to our work on digital mapping, we will be learning how to add a 
condition to a program and using this skill to create simulations of traffic lights.  

  

  

 

Music 

Identification of orchestral instruments and their sounds 

  

PE 

In addition to the dance which is incorporated into our topic, children will 
continue their swimming lessons this term. 

  

PSHCE 

We will be thinking about our thoughts and feelings and how we can be 
responsible. 

  

 


