
 

 

YEAR 5 CURRICULUM MAP 2020 - 2021 
Term AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
Context/theme A Kingdom United Time and Place Out of this world A new start Inventors & Inventions Faster! Higher! Stronger! 

English Legends of the British 
Isles  
Read and listen to a 
selection of legends from 
around the British Isles. 
Plan and write a new 
legend. After analysing oral 
retellings of legends, tell 
own story to an identified 
audience. 
Persuasion  
Analyse the conventions of 
different types of writing 
e.g. formal presentations, 
persuasion. Prepare a 
formal presentation 
individually or in groups. 
Create and use notes to 
assist delivery. 

Stories with Historical 
Settings  
Based on Oliver Twist and 
other literature with 
historical settings. Write a 
new chapter/scene linked 
to the novel. Create a short 
presentation linked to 
reading. 
Film and Play Script 
Study play-scripts and 
prepare to read aloud. 
Write a script for a new 
scene of a familiar film or 
book (storyboard, detail to 
include camera angles, 
direction etc). 
Classic Narrative Poetry  
Prepare and deliver an oral 
performance of a poem. 
Explore, recognise and use 
the terms metaphor, simile, 
imagery. Write a new 
poem, or verse, based on 
a model. 

Science Fiction Stories 
Study examples of Sci Fi 
texts such as The Fun They 
Had by Isaac Asimov and 
The Portal by Andrew 
Norriss. Write a science 
fiction story to entertain an 
identified audience, e.g. 
pupils in Year Four. 
Information Booklets  
Study, and identify features 
of, different non-fiction text 
types. Produce an 
information booklet which 
includes more than one non-
fiction text type, e.g. 
non-chronological report, 
instructions and explanation 
Poems with a Structure 
Study a selection of Haiku 
poems. Write and present a 
new poem drawing on the 
structure of those studied. 

Stories from other cultures 
Based on the novel ‘Journey 
to Jo’burg. Write a story set in 
South Africa. 
Debate 
Analyse examples of 
persuasive speech, write and 
deliver a persuasive speech 
as part of a formal debate. 

Novel as a Theme 
Based on ‘The invention of 
Hugo Cabret’.  
Outcomes: a range of writing 
outcomes linked to the novel, 
e.g. diary, letter, internal 
monologue, summary, 
prediction; an action scene 
about an invention; a short story 
or chapter for a novel about an 
invention. 
Magazine: Information Text 
Hybrid 
Study a selection of children’s 
information magazines with 
different text types; prepare a 
presentation based on reading 
and research; produce a page 
for a magazine which includes a 
range of text types.  
 
 

Myths (Greek myths) 
Study a selection of Greek 
Myths then write a myth to 
amaze or intrigue an audience. 
Reports  
Conduct research about an 
aspect of the Olympic Games 
and write a non-chronological 
report about an aspect of the 
Olympic Games. 
Poems with figurative 
language 
Share a poem with simple 
imagery exploring the way poets 
‘paint pictures with words’. Look 
at figurative language which 
includes techniques such as 
simile, metaphor and 
personification. Learn poems to 
perform aloud and perform own 
new poem. 
 
 

Maths Place value whole numbers and decimals; Roman 
Numerals; written addition and subtraction; angles, 
perimeter; graphs. Use of factors & multiples to multiply 
and divide; compare & order fractions; equivalent 
fractions; area; time (incl. timetables) 

Place value including negative numbers; addition and 
subtraction methods and problems; mental & written 
multiplication; length, mass, capacity; reflection & translation; 
angles. Mental and written division; 2D and 3D shape (incl. 
sorting); calculating with fractions; area & volume; statistics 

Place value; fractions; time; statistics; addition and subtraction; 
multiplication and division.  Place value; written calculations; 
fractions & percentages; mass, volume and capacity; area and 
volume of shapes 

Science 
 

PROPERTIES and 
CHANGES of 
MATERIALS  
Compare and group 
everyday materials on the 
basis of their properties. 
Give reasons for the uses 
of everyday materials. Mix, 
dissolve and then separate 
materials using their 
properties.  

PROPERTIES and 
CHANGES of 
MATERIALS 
Separate mixtures by 
filtering, sieving and 
evaporating. Demonstrate 
reversible changes.  
Explain that some changes 
that are not reversible 
result in the formation of 
new materials. 

EARTH and SPACE 
Describe the movement of 
the Earth, and other planets, 
relative to the Sun in the solar 
system. Describe the 
movement of the Moon 
relative to the Earth. Use the 
idea of the Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night and the 
apparent movement of the 
sun across the sky. 

LIVING THINGS and their 
HABITATS  
Describe the differences in 
the life cycles of a mammal, 
an amphibian, an insect and 
a bird.  
Describe the life process of 
reproduction in some plants 
and animals. 

FORCES 
Explain the effects of gravity. 
Identify the effects of air 
resistance, water resistance and 
friction that act between 
moving surfaces. Recognise 
that some mechanisms, 
including levers, pulleys and 
gears, allow a smaller force to 
have a greater effect. 

ANIMALS including humans  
Describe the changes as 
humans develop to old age.
 

RE THE BIBLE: How and why 
do Christians read the 
Bible?  
How important are HOLY 
BOOKS in faiths other 
than Christianity?  
(Other faiths)  

CHRISTMAS AROUND 
THE WORLD: How do 
Christians celebrate 
Christmas around the 
world? Why is this different 
around the world? 
(Multi-cultural Christianity) 

JESUS the TEACHER: 
Jesus as a great teacher, the 
messages he delivered and 
their impact on the lives of 
Christians.  
 

EASTER VICTORY: Why do 
Christians believe that Easter 
is a celebration of Victory?  

DANIEL: Did he make the right 
choice? 
(Jewish food laws) 
 

EXPLORING THE LIVES OF 
SIGNIFICANT WOMEN IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT: In which 
values and beliefs are the 
actions of the women rooted? 
(Esther and the Jewish festival 
of Purim) 



 

 

Term AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
Context/theme A Kingdom United Time and Place Out of this world A new start Inventors & Inventions Faster! Higher! Stronger! 

History NO HISTORY Vikings: The Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
the Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the 
Confessor 

NO HISTORY NO HISTORY Ancient Greece: a study of 
Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the 
western world. 

Beyond 1066: The legacy of 
Greek culture (architecture) on 
later periods in British history 
including the present day. 

Geography UK:  
A study of major UK 
landmarks and locations. 
Look at tourism through a 
case study of Blackpool. 

NO GEOGRAPHY Locational study: 
Amazing Alaska – tourism 
and industry in an extreme 
part of the USA 

A biome study:  
Florida flora and fauna; 
changing land use and 
visitors 

NO GEOGRAPHY NO GEOGRAPHY 

Art and Design 
 
 

Drawing: Show 
awareness of space when 
drawing. Consider 
composition. Develop 
awareness of scale and 
proportion (and 
perspective) 
Artist study: Leonardo Da 
Vinci 

  Painting: Create a colour 
palette, demonstrating subtle 
tonal changes. Use a range 
of paint to create visually 
interesting pieces  
Artist study: Rousseau, Ruth 
Daniels, Anthony Mwangi  

 Sculpture: Use frameworks to 
provide stability and form. Show 
life-like qualities and 
proportions. 
Artist study: Giacometti, Patricia 
Coates and Antony Gormley 
 

Design and 
Technology 

 Cooking and Nutrition 
Celebrate, design and 
make food from near and 
far. 

Textiles Produce a 3-D 
textile product made from a 
combination of accurately 
made pattern pieces, fabric 
shapes and different fabrics. 

 Mechanical Systems 
Pulleys, gears, cams 
 

 

Computing Coding: Create a program 
that simulates a physical 
system using 
decomposition. Explore 
string and text variable 
types so that the most 
appropriate can be used in 
programs. Program a 
playable game with timers 
and scorepad. 

Concept maps: To 
understand how a concept 
map can be used to retell 
stories and present 
information. To create and 
use a concept map. 

Databases: Learn how to 
search for information in a 
database. Contribute to a 
class database. Create a 
database around a chosen 
topic. 
Online safety: Understand 
the impact of sharing digital 
content. Know how to 
maintain secure passwords. 
Be aware of appropriate / 
inappropriate text, videos and 
photographs and the impact 
of online sharing. Search the 
Internet considering reliability 
and validity. 

Game creator: To set the 
scene and create the game 
environment. To create the 
game quest. To finish and 
share the game. To evaluate 
their and peers’ games. 

Spreadsheets: Add a formula 
to a cell. To copy and paste. To 
test a hypothesis. Using a 
spreadsheet to model a real-life 
situation and answer questions. 
 

3D modelling: To be introduced 
to the skills of computer aided 
design including the effect of 
moving points when designing. 
To understand designing for a 
purpose. To understand printing 
and making. 
 

PE 
 

Creative Games – Target 
Games (Dive into 
Dodgeball) 
 
Dance Activities (Robin 
Hood) 
 
 
 
 

Invasion Games (Netball) 
 
 
Gymnastics Activities 1 

Dance Activities (Earthlings) 
 
Gymnastic Activities 2 

Invasion Games (Hockey) 
 
 
Net/Wall (Core Task 1 – 
‘Long &thin or short & fat’) 

OAA Activities (Orienteering) 
 
 
Athletic Activities 

Athletic activities 
 
 
Striking and Fielding 
(Rounders) 



 

 

Term AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
Context/theme A Kingdom United Time and Place Out of this world A new start Inventors & Inventions Faster! Higher! Stronger! 

Music Revision of skills applied to 
different instruments 

Considering mood and 
characteristics eg 
dynamics and tempo when 
performing 
 

Conducting skills, considering 
counting, tempos and 
dynamics 

Technical musical vocabulary Exploring ideas and feelings 
about music and how different 
musical elements portray moods 
and effects 

Considering influences upon the 
creation and performance of 
music 

French Phonics and revision of 
gender rules (masculine 
and feminine) 
Alphabet revision 
Vocab tests to enhance 
spellings 
Directions 

Practise and perform a 
French version of The 
Nativity. 
Christmas in France and 
French Christmas 
traditions 

Revision of gender rules 
Extension on body parts. 
Festivals celebrated in 
France. 
Clothes including colour 
revision. 

Adjectives to extend 
conversation and describe 
nouns 
Use of bi-lingual dictionaries.  
Extended family 
Countries and nationalities 

Revision of gender and phonics 
More animals and describing 
them using adjectives 
Traditional tales and acting out 
the tale 
Popular verbs 

Revision of gender and phonics 
Holidays 
Extension of weather conditions 
Revision of all topics to include 
vocab tests. 

PSHE 
2020 to 2021 

Being Responsible: 
Looking Out for Others 

Growing and Changing: 
Puberty  

Computer Safety: Image 
Sharing 
 

A World Without 
Judgement: Inclusion & 
Acceptance 
 

Keeping Safe / Staying Safe: 
Cycle Safety 
 
Feelings and Emotions: Anger 

Keeping / Staying Healthy: 
Smoking 
 
The Working World: Enterprise 
 
 
 

 


