
Y4 Home Learning 

We have compiled a list of activities and websites for the children during the period that school is closed.  
As it is currently uncertain as to how long these closures will be in place, we will update activities by 
emailing you via ParentPay if needed. 

The really key elements to keeping up children’s attainment over this period are reading, times tables and 
spellings: 

Reading 
Regular reading, every day, both to an adult and to themselves is extremely important.  
Children should read lots of their favourite type of books to encourage an interest in 
reading, but they should also try reading a range of different books, such as poetry and 
non-fiction too.  It really helps to develop children’s comprehension skills and deepen 
their understanding of what they have read if they discuss what they have read with an 
adult - it also helps them to enjoy books more! There are some ideas for discussions on 
the attached sheet.  Please also find attached two reading comprehensions (the list of 
acceptable answers for parents will be emailed out via ParentPay.) 
Useful website:  Oxford Owl  https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/  This website has a wide 
selection of e-books matched to reading book bands.  
 

 

Spellings and times tables 

Short bursts of daily practice (eg 15 minutes a day) can prevent your child forgetting key spellings and 
number facts.  

Times Tables  
Practising every day, times tables up to 12 x 12.  This is essential to ensure that children 
do not lose the learning they have gained so far and keep up their speed and accuracy.  I 
will set regular challenges on Times Table Rockstars but children should also practise 
chanting their times tables regularly as well as a range of other games: there are some 
ideas below but Hit the Button and MathsFrame also have fantastic times table resources 
– MathsFrame has a simulation of the test they will face so that they can keep checking 
their scores. Children should be aiming to get upwards of 22/25.  As well as being able to 
say their times tables, they need to know related number facts. Eg. If they know 3 x 5 = 
15, they also know that 5 x 3 = 15 and 15 ÷ 3 = 5 and 15 ÷ 5 = 3.   
Ideas for games:  
Number Plates: multiply together single digit numbers on number plates (great as a game 
for family holidays while in the car) 
Speed Times Tables: who can write their times tables down the fastest? This could also be 
a Beat The Clock activity with a timer 
Roll the Dice: roll 2 dice and multiply the numbers together OR choose a times table (eg 
6s) and roll 2 dice and multiply the total on the dice by 6. 
Keep Fit Times Table Challenge: children jog on spot/star jumps/hop etc while reciting 
times tables 
Online games: 
Times Tables Rockstars 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
https://myminimaths.co.uk/ - this has a wide range of maths activities 



http://www.timestables.me.uk/printable-pdf-quiz-generator.htm  - helps make times 
table quizzes.  You can also click on the ‘divide by’ option to encourage children to 
learn their inverse facts. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/multiplication-and-division - 
times tables games  
http://www.mathszone.co.uk  

 

 

Spellings 
A common problem with spellings is that children learn them for the test and then forget 
them.  Quick quizzes that remind children of spellings they have learnt over the year can 
help keep tricky spellings in children’s minds.  Please find the Year 3/4 spelling list 
attached.  It would  be fantastic if children could practise these words regularly as well as 
any that you spot from the Y1/2 list that they regularly spell incorrectly.  
 
These can also be turned into a game, for example by the adult spelling the first letter, the 
child the 2nd, the adult the 3rd and so on.  
Scrabble and Boggle are also fantastic games to improve spellings in a fun way. 
Online spelling games: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/spellits/activities/activity3.shtml 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar - the bar 
at the top allows you to pick a year group 
www.spellingframe.co.uk has many free activities linked to year group specific spelling 
rules. It is good for revision of work done in previous years too. 
Grammar activities: 
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html - word types activity to find nouns etc. 
 

 

In addition to the above activities, there are several tasks that have been set on the ‘My Maths’ site.  
Please find attached your child’s log in details. More will be set after two weeks. 
 
Topic: Please find attached a project for children to complete connected to our topic for this half term. 
 
 
PE: There is a PE Bingo challenge attached to help children keep active. 

 

Mindfulness: 

These websites give support and ideas to help children develop mindfulness in this uncertain time and also 
to keep active, both in their minds and bodies. 

https://www.smilingmind.com.au/mindfulness 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers 

www.youtube.com › user › CosmicKidsYoga 

 

 

 



Topic Project: Earthquakes 
 

As you know, our topic this half term is Earthquakes. As part of their home learning, we would like the 
children to research as much information about earthquakes as they can using any books you might already 
have at home and the internet (if possible).  Using the information they have gathered, children can create 
a non-chronological report or booklet that can be stuck in their topic books when we return to school. 
 
 

Key questions to explore: 
 
Where are the high-risk earthquake zones? How are they identified? Investigating the ring of fire. 
When do earthquakes pose a risk? 
How are they measured? 
What are the effects of earthquakes? 
How can we protect people and the environment from earthquakes? 
What happened when the earthquake occurred in Japan in 2011?  What were the short and long term 
effects? 
 
Websites: 
BBC bitesize – earthquakes https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zj89t39 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Pacific_Ring_of_Fire 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/earthquakes/ 
https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/earthquakes 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/earthquakes 
https://www.ducksters.com/science/earthquakes.php 
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/earthquake/274104 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35464696 - Newsround clip describing what happened in Japan in 
2011 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg9h2nb/revision/6  - Although this is a secondary site and some 
of the content is far above KS2, with support from an adult, it will help give children an overview into the 
effects of the earthquake in Japan and the impact on people and the environment. 
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=5288a78c-d689-46fa-a6e6-
a1a9231d84ac&lang=en-GB 
 

 
 
When writing, please encourage children to use a variety of sentence starters, conjunctions and the correct 
punctuation and layout to keep their writing skills on form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OTHER USEFUL WEBSITES 
Useful websites  - English 
 

 Teach your monster to read (Reception- Y2) https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/     
 ICT Runway (Y1) https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/writingRunway/index.htmlICT Runway (Y1) 

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/writingRunway/index.html   
 BBC Bitesize (Reception-Y6) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize   
 British Library (Reception -Y6) https://www.bl.uk/   
 WordMania (An app for  KS2)   
 Phonics Play (Reception – Year 2) https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/   
 ICTGames (Reception - Y6) http://www.ictgames.com/   

Lovereading4kids (Reception-Y6) https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 
 
Useful websites  - maths 

www.mathplayground.com (Years 2 to 6)  

Especially the Number Puzzles and Brain Workouts sections. Alternatively, select from the grades at the top of the page (Grade 1 
= Year 2, Grade 2 = Year 3, etc).  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks  (EYFS and Year 1). Videos to develop understanding of numbers and 
how they fit together.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8  (Years 1 and 2). Short videos and activities covering the maths curriculum for 
KS1.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39  (Years 3 to 6). Short videos and activities covering the maths curriculum for 
KS2.  

Useful websites - Science 

 
 EYFS/KS1/KS2: https://www.rigb.org/families/experimental   ExpeRimental is a series of short films making it fun, easy 

and cheap to do science experiments at home with your children. The films depict the age of the children for which the 
experiments are suitable.   

 KS2: https://www.jamesdysonfoundation.com/resources/challenge-cards.html   Dyson engineers have designed these 
challenges specifically for children. Ideal for home or in the classroom, they encourage inquisitive young minds to get 
excited about engineering.   

 EYFS/KS1: https://naturedetectives.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives/activities/ Free, downloadable materials to 
support being nature detectives in the outdoors    

 Families working together: https://seerih-innovations.org/science4families/ 
 For more science experiments try https://www.stevespanglerscience.com/lab/experiments/ 

 

 


