
Year 6 curriculum overview 2021 - 2022 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Context / theme WWII: A Child’s War 

 
I Will Survive: Adapting, Surviving, Thriving Moving On: Exercise, Health and The 

Circulatory System 
WOW factor Electricity day Evacuee day River Lostock river study trip Detective day Maya Civilisation celebration 

day with food, drink and a 
class performance 

Trip to Robinwood 

English Classic fiction 
- identifying how language, 
structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning  
- describe settings, 
characters and atmosphere 
- integrate dialogue to convey 
characters and advance the 
action. 
 
Short stories 
- compare and contrast the 
genre using Short! by Kevin 
Crossley-Holland and The 
Piano by Aidan Gibbons 
- investigate use of adverbials 
to link sentences or 
paragraphs together 
- plan and write short mystery 
stories elaborating by use of 
descriptive words and further 
details. 
 
Poetry with structure 
- identify structure of a poem 
& perform using intonation, 
tone and volume 
- explore imagery  
- analyse writers’ use of 
language 

Diary writing 
- inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives 
- justify inferences with 
evidence 
- select appropriate grammar 
and vocabulary. 
 
Persuasive writing 
- consider and evaluate 
viewpoints 
- select appropriate grammar 
and vocabulary. 
-consider the meaning of 
Martin Luther King Jr’s 'I 
Have a Dream' speech, and 
understand why it is so 
effective. 

Biography and 
Autobiography  
- identify features of 
biographies and 
autobiographies 
- study dialogue, noun 
phrases and complex 
sentences 
- explore Roald Dahl’s use of 
exaggeration 
 
Reports and journalistic 
writing 
– different ways of writing 
speech, playscripts, speech 
bubbles, direct and reported 
speech 
- compare formal and 
informal writing including use 
of passive voice. 
- children write newspaper 
reports. 
 
 

Detective / Crime Fiction 
- appropriate use of the active 
and passive voice.  
- devices to build cohesion 
between paragraphs.  
- characters presented 
through action, dialogue and 
description.  
- features of the genre 
 
Argument and Balanced 
writing 
writing and presenting a 
balanced argument, 
separating fact and opinion, 
with a focus on animals in 
captivity & graffiti art 
 
Debate poetry 
- identify features of poems 
that tell a story. 
- read and compare other 
debate poems. 
- create and perform own 
debate poem. 
 
 

Tales from other cultures / 
myths and legends 
- use the Mayan Civilization 
Creation story and other 
Mayan stories to re-write 
them from a different 
viewpoint. 
 
Classic poetry 
- learning a classic poem ‘off 
by heart’ 
- analyse the power of word 
choice and figurative 
language 
- express the mood of a 
poem through performance 
 
Stories with flashbacks 
- revise work on adverbials 
and dialogue and investigate 
relative clauses 
- using the Harry Potter 
books, children explore 
different forms of flashback 
and identify its various 
functions 
- create own flashback (linked 
to school memories) in the 
form of a Pensieve memory. 

Instructions and 
explanations 
- exploring register, 
punctuating bullet points and 
adding parentheses.  
- the unit ends with writing 
based on the children's 
interests, be they football, 
Strictly or competitive baking. 
 
Drama 
- investigate different ways of 
writing dialogue including 
playscript layout and the use 
of informal language. 
- children write a 60 second 
version of part of a play. 

Maths Number: place value read, write, order & compare numbers 
up to 10,000,000; identify the value of each digit in numbers 
given to 3 decimal places & multiply & divide numbers by 10, 
100 & 1,000 giving answers up to 3 dp 
Number: addition, subtraction, multiplication & division 
multiply & divide up to 4 digits by a two-digit (incl formal 
methods); identify common factors, common multiples & prime 
numbers; Order of Operations using B.I.D.M.A.S.; Square 
numbers & Cube numbers  
Number: Fractions equivalence, simplify, add, subtract 
Ratio and proportion calculate percentages of amounts 
Geometry: properties of shapes 2D & 3D shapes; scale 
factor & scale drawing 
Geometry: position and direction estimate the size of angles 
& measure accurately using a protractor; plot on the full 
coordinate grid (all 4 quadrants), draw & translate shapes on 
the coordinate plane, reflect them in the axes 

Number: Fractions factors; add & subtract fractions; multiply 
& divide fractions 
Algebra use simple formulae; express missing number 
problems algebraically; find pairs of numbers  
Measurement time & timetables; area of parallelograms & 
triangles; convert between standard units of measures 
Statistics interpret & construct pie charts & line graphs; 
calculate & interpret the mean as an average 
Ratio & Proportion find missing values using integer 
multiplication & division facts; solve problems involving 
percentages 

SATs preparation & revision: 
Number: number & place value 
Number: addition, subtraction, multiplication & division 
Number: Fractions (including decimals & percentages) 
Ratio & proportion 
Algebra 
Measurement 
Geometry: properties of shapes 
Geometry: position & direction 
Statistics 
 
After SATs: 
Measuring ourselves & what's around us 
Large numbers, games & puzzles 
History of Maths 
Maths in art & nature 
Problem solving & investigations 



Year 6 curriculum overview 2021 - 2022 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Measurement volume of cube/cuboids Calculator skills & spreadsheets 
Preparation for Year 7 Maths 

Science Electricity  
- associate the brightness of 
a lamp or the volume of a 
buzzer with the number and 
voltage of cells used in the 
circuit 
- compare and give reasons 
for variations in how 
components function, 
including the brightness of 
bulbs, the loudness of 
buzzers and the on/off 
position of switches  
- use recognised symbols 
when representing a simple 
circuit in a diagram 
 
Whole day electricity 
workshop run by Electricity 
North West 

Light  
- recognise that light appears 
to travel in straight lines  
- use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines to 
explain that objects are seen 
because they give out or 
reflect light into the eye  
- explain that we see things 
because light travels from 
light sources to our eyes or 
from light sources to objects 
and then to our eyes  
- use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines to 
explain why shadows have 
the same shape as the 
objects that cast them 

Evolution and Adaptation 
- recognise that living things 
have changed over time and 
that fossils provide 
information about living things 
that inhabited the Earth 
millions of years ago  
- recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same 
kind, but normally offspring 
vary and are not identical to 
their parents 
- identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit 
their environment in different 
ways and that adaptation 
may lead to evolution. 
 
Famous scientists and their 
contributions to the world - 
Charles Darwin 1809-1882 

Living Things and their 
habitats 
- describe how living things 
are classified into broad 
groups according to common 
observable characteristics 
and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-
organisms, plants and 
animals  
- give reasons for classifying 
plants and animals based on 
specific characteristics. 

Animals including humans  
- identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory 
system, and describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels 
and blood  
- recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on 
the way their bodies function 
-  describe the ways in which nutrients and water are 
transported within animals, including humans. 

RE Life as a Journey 
Life is a journey. Do you 
agree? Why?  
 
Links made to the life of Anne 
Frank and Judaism. 
 
Pilgrimages 
 

Christmas-Advent 
How do Christians prepare 
for Christmas? How is 
Christmas celebrated around 
the world? 
 

Eucharist 
Why do Christians celebrate 
the Eucharist?  
 
PREVENT: A multicultural 
Community.   

Easter 
Who was Jesus?  
 
Ascension and Pentecost 
Why are these two events so 
important?  
 

Ideas about God  
What is the nature and 
character of God?      
 
Links made with Islam   
 
(PREVENT: A multicultural 
community ‘same but 
different’) 

People of Faith  
What does it mean for a 
person to have faith?  
 
Link to the life of Gandhi 
(Hinduism).  
 

History World War 2  
How did the war affect life in Britain?  What were the 
experiences of people living in our locality? 
 
(PREVENT: A multicultural community – tolerance, 
understanding and community) 

 Maya civilization 
How does a non-European society contrast with British 
history? Focus on the Mayan civilization c. AD 900 

Geography Local Fieldwork Study: What makes Buckshaw a 21st 
Century Village? Use a range of fieldwork skills to carry out an 
enquiry into the redevelopment of Ordnance Survey land into a 
new village. Generate and answer questions relating to this, 
using a variety of techniques.  

Magnificent Mountains How 
are they formed and how do 
they change over time? 
Mount Everest case study: a 
tower of strength or fragile 
environment?  Sherpa culture 

Raging Rivers River Lostock 
case study (trip to Cuerden 
Valley for a river study) 

 

Art and design Painting  
Work in a sustained and 
independent way to improve 
mastery and proficiency  
 
Artist study: Wilfred Stanley 
Haines 
 

 Pencil Drawing 
Draw from life for a sustained 
period of time working on one 
piece, using range of 
techniques  
 
Artist study: Caravaggio 

3D art 
Use a variety of textile 
techniques, e.g. weaving and 
stitching dto create different 
textural effects. 

 

Study: history of textile art 

 Study of great artists 
Understand how styles of art 
have evolved over the course 
of history and the effect of 
photography on art styles. 
Consider how art sends 
messages 
Artist study: Banksy 
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Design & 
Technology 

 Electrical Systems 
Focus: monitoring and 
control. Design, make and 
evaluate an electrical board 
game 

 Structures 
Focus: frame structures. 
Design, make and evaluate 
kites 

Computer Aided Design 
Using computer aided design 
(CAD) in Textiles 

 

Computing Online safety  
Understand what is shared 
impacts upon ourselves & 
upon others in the long-term 
 
Coding  
Know how to organise code 
into functions & to eliminate 
surplus code in the program 

Spreadsheets 
Know how to use a 
spreadsheet to model a real-
life situation & come up with 
solutions that can be applied 
to real life 

Blogging  
Create a Blog and 
understand the approval 
process that our posts go 
through & demonstrate an 
awareness of the issues 
surrounding inappropriate 
posts & cyberbullying 

Text Adventures 
Create our own text-based 
adventure based upon a map 
and how to use coding 
concepts of functions, two-
way selection (if/else 
statements) & repetition 

Networks  
Know the difference between 
the World Wide Web & the 
internet, how our school 
network is organised and 
consider some of the major 
changes in technology which 
have taken place during our 
lifetime & think about what 
the future might hold 

Quizzing  
Make a quiz that requires the 
player to search a database 
and understand the different 
question types within 2Quiz 

Music Revision of notes and values 
skills applied to playing 
different tuned instruments 
 
Musical appreciation: 
Songs of wartime 
 

Considering more intricate 
melodies and rhythms and 
performing as a band. 
 
Musical appreciation: 
classical music 

Performing pieces with off-
beat and dotted rhythms. 
Comparing styles of music. 
 
Musical appreciation: 
music that changed the 
world 

Key features of music 
including: tempo, 
Instrumentation, 
Melody 
Musical appreciation: 
Mozart, 

Making comparisons  
between periods. Performing 
accurately and confidently as 
part of a group 
 
Musical appreciation: 
Baroque to Romantic -
Changing musical periods 

Perform from and compose 
using 8 pitched notes 
 
Musical appreciation: 
Musicals 

PE Creative games 
Decision making & problem 
solving 

Athletics 
Self-motivation & 
determination 

Gymnastics 
Resourcefulness & 
responsibility 

Striking and fielding – 
Rounders 
Encouragement & self-
motivation 

Invasion games – Rugby 
Responsibility & decision 
making 

OAA 
Team work & cooperation 

French Le Week-end 
Asking and talking about 
activities that you like/dislike. 
Asking and saying what other 
people do 

Les vêtements 
Give opinions about clothes, 
describe what you wear and 
discuss prices 
 

Ma journée 
Ask and talk about daily 
routines and details of a 
typical day 

Les transports  
Talk about forms of transport 
and plans for a trip. Buy 
tickets 
 

Le sport 
Discuss different sports and 
preferences. Describe a 
sporting event 
 

On va faire la fête 
Revise transport, people, 
food and clothes. Order food 
in a café. 

PSHCE Stealing 
 
Supplementary: Network Rail 
Safety online 
 

Puberty/ Relationships 
(Build on previous year’s 
learning on growing and 
changing. Share the 
message of how to gain 
support) 

Making Friends Online 
 
Supplementary:  
Fire Service: Fire Safety 
 

British Values 
 
 

Peer Pressure  
 
Worry 
 

Alcohol  
 
In-App Purchases 
 
Supplementary:  
Fire Service: Transition to 
Secondary Road/Travel 
Safety: &  routes to school 

 


